Physical Geography of Europe – A Visual Tour

Source Packet
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Source 1

This perspective view shows the Strait of Gibraltar, which is the entrance to the Mediterranean Sea from the Atlantic Ocean. Europe (Spain) is on the left. Africa (Morocco) is on the right. The Rock of Gibraltar, administered by Great Britain, is the peninsula in the back left.
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The Strait of Gibraltar is the only natural gap in the topographic barriers that separate the Mediterranean Sea from the world’s oceans. The sea is about 3,700 kilometers (2,300 miles) long and covers about 2.5 million square kilometers (1 million square miles), while the Strait is only about 13 kilometers (8 miles) wide. 

Source 2
The Rhine
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Located in Western Europe the Rhine River is culturally and historically one of the great rivers of the continent and among the most important arteries of industrial transport in the world.  It flows from two small headways in the Alps of east-central Switzerland north and west to the North Sea, into which it drains through the Netherlands. 
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Source 3
The Volga River
The Volga River is the longest river in Europe.  Its basin lies entirely within the Russian federation.  It is often called Mother Volga by the Russians.  It is thought of as the life blood of Russia.  Over 40% of Russia's people live near it and its tributaries and half of Russia's farmers live and farm near the Volga.  Over half of Russia's industry is located within its drainage.  Because of the building of dams for hydroelectric power, the Volga is navigable for most of its 2,293 km (3,692m) length. 
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Source 4
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Norway -- Fjords
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Source 5

Mt Etna, Europe’s tallest active volcano, has the longest period of documented eruptions in the world.  Etna is noted for the wide variety of eruption styles.  The volcano is at its most spectacular when both summit and flank eruptions occur simultaneously. 
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Source 6
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Source 7: Country Profiles
France, Germany, Iceland, Ireland and the United Kingdom
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Country (long form)
French Republic
Capital
Paris
Total Area
211,209.46 sq mi
547,030.00 sq km
(slightly less than twice the size of Colorado)
Population
59,551,227 (July 2001 est.)
Estimated Population in 2050
58,967,418
Languages
French 100%, rapidly declining regional dialects and languages (Provencal, Breton, Alsatian, Corsican, Catalan, Basque, Flemish)
Literacy
99.0% total, 99.0% male, 99.0% female (1980 est.)
Religions
Roman Catholic 90%, Protestant 2%, Jewish 1%, Muslim (North African workers) 3%, unaffiliated 4%
Life Expectancy
75.01 male, 83.01 female (2001 est.)
Government Type
republic
Currency
1 euro (EUR) = 100 cents
GDP (per capita)
$24,400 (2000 est.)
Industry
machinery, chemicals, automobiles, metallurgy, aircraft, electronics; textiles, food processing; tourism
Agriculture
wheat, cereals, sugar beets, potatoes, wine grapes; beef, dairy products; fish
Arable Land
33%
Natural Resources
coal, iron ore, bauxite, zinc, potash, timber, fish
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Country (long form)
Federal Republic of Germany
Capital
Berlin
Total Area
137,846.58 sq mi
357,021.00 sq km
(slightly smaller than Montana)
Population
83,029,536 (July 2001 est.)
Estimated Population in 2050
79,702,511
Languages
German
Literacy
99% total, N/A% male, N/A% female (1977 est.)
Religions
Protestant 38%, Roman Catholic 34%, Muslim 1.7%, unaffiliated or other 26.3%
Life Expectancy
74.47 male, 80.92 female (2001 est.)
Government Type
federal republic
Currency
1 euro (EUR) = 100 cents
GDP (per capita)
$23,400 (2000 est.)
Industry
among world's largest and technologically advanced producers of iron, steel, coal, cement, chemicals, machinery, vehicles, machine tools, electronics, food and beverages; shipbuilding; textiles
Agriculture
potatoes, wheat, barley, sugar beets, fruit, cabbages; cattle, pigs, poultry 
Arable Land
33%
Natural Resources
iron ore, coal, potash, timber, lignite, uranium, copper, natural gas, salt, nickel, arable land
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Country (long form)
Republic of Iceland
Capital
Reykjavik
Total Area
39,768.52 sq mi
103,000.00 sq km
(slightly smaller than Kentucky)
Population
277,906 (July 2001 est.)
Estimated Population in 2050
289,609
Languages
Icelandic
Literacy
99.9% total, N/A% male, N/A% female (1997 est.)
Religions
Evangelical Lutheran 91%, other Protestant and Roman Catholic, none (1997)
Life Expectancy
77.31 male, 81.92 female (2001 est.)
Government Type
constitutional republic
Currency
1 Icelandic krona (IKr) = 100 aurar
GDP (per capita)
$24,800 (2000 est.)
Industry
fish processing; aluminum smelting, ferrosilicon production, geothermal power; tourism 
Agriculture
potatoes, turnips; cattle, sheep; fish
Arable Land
0%
Natural Resources
fish, hydropower, geothermal power, diatomite
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Country (long form)
none
Capital
Dublin
Total Area
27,135.26 sq mi
70,280.00 sq km
(slightly larger than West Virginia)
Population
3,840,838 (July 2001 est.)
Estimated Population in 2050
4,463,153
Languages
English is the language generally used, Irish (Gaelic) spoken mainly in areas located along the western seaboard
Literacy
98% total, N/A% male, N/A% female (1981 est.)
Religions
Roman Catholic 91.6%, Church of Ireland 2.5%, other 5.9% (1998)
Life Expectancy
74.23 male, 79.93 female (2001 est.)
Government Type
republic
Currency
1 euro (EUR) = 100 cents
GDP (per capita)
$21,600 (2000 est.)
Industry
food products, brewing, textiles, clothing; chemicals, pharmaceuticals, machinery, transportation equipment, glass and crystal; software
Agriculture
turnips, barley, potatoes, sugar beets, wheat; beef, dairy products
Arable Land
13%
Natural Resources
zinc, lead, natural gas, barite, copper, gypsum, limestone, dolomite, peat, silver
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Country (long form)
United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland
Capital
London
Total Area
94,525.53 sq mi
244,820.00 sq km
(slightly smaller than Oregon)
Population
59,647,790 (July 2001 est.)
Estimated Population in 2050
58,210,627
Languages
English, Welsh (about 26% of the population of Wales), Scottish form of Gaelic (about 60,000 in Scotland)
Literacy
99% total, N/A% male, N/A%, (1978 est.)
Religions
Anglican 27 million, Roman Catholic 9 million, Muslim 1 million, Presbyterian 800,000, Methodist 760,000, Sikh 400,000, Hindu 350,000, Jewish 300,000 (1991 est.)
Life Expectancy
75.13 male, 80.66 female (2001 est.)
Government Type
constitutional monarchy
Currency
1 British pound = 100 pence
GDP (per capita)
$22,800 (2000 est.)
Industry
machine tools, electric power equipment, automation equipment, railroad equipment, shipbuilding, aircraft, motor vehicles and parts, electronics and communications equipment, metals, chemicals, coal, petroleum, paper and paper products, food processing, textiles, clothing, and other consumer goods
Agriculture
cereals, oilseed, potatoes, vegetables; cattle, sheep, poultry; fish
Arable Land
25%
Natural Resources
coal, petroleum, natural gas, tin, limestone, iron ore, salt, clay, chalk, gypsum, lead, silica, arable land
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Note: You will need to see Ms. Apple for copies of the 2008 Europe and Russia textbook and the Nystrom’s Desk Atlas (2010 version)
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