The Influence of Religion on Medieval Society

Cathedrals

Elements

· Style was Gothic

· Importance of light so many windows incorporated in the structure

· Stained glass used usually with religious themes; used to educate those who were illiterate

· Tall, slender arches and narrow columns – emphasis on proportion, ratio, and symmetry (circle, square, and equilateral triangle)

· Started in France, but then copied all over Europe
[image: image1.png]



· Shape  = Cross

· Height = Closer to God

· Height = Competition between cities

· Long and difficult process to build (labor and cost)

· Sense of pride of the community

How to pay for construction and maintaining the structure:
· Indulgences

· Act of forgiveness

· True purpose was distorted in the Middle Ages as a way for the Church to raise revenue and/or to promote Crusades

· Tithes

· Tenth of your income to be donated to the Church

